
EExxppeerriieenncciinngg  AArrtt  

A Year of Art  
Students have direct art instruction from a visual 

arts educator once a week for 50 minutes.  
 

There will be many projects 

experienced during the year.  The 9 

week plans you see on the website are 

a brief overview of what your child 

will be learning in art.  Occasionally 

some projects may change or new ones 

may be added.  Due to class 

cancellations or sudden bursts of 

inspiration - no project is set in stone!  
 

How YOU can help 
Many parents ask what they can do at home 

to help support their child artistically.   

Give them time to create!  Drawing, 

sculpting with clay, building with Legos, 

creating art on the computer, taking photographs - all these help 

support elements of the art curriculum.   

Coloring with your child is invaluable ~ that simple practice of 

craftsmanship of staying in the lines helps so much with hand/eye 

coordination.   

Practicing to cut will also help!  Have students cut coupons or 

scrapbook with you!   

Talk to your child about his or her artwork or artwork you like.  

Let them explain what they see and how the art makes them feel 

or why it is important to them.  This helps develop a personal 

aesthetic and will promote a lifelong love of the arts. 

Exposing children to art is also valuable.  While D.C. is very 

close and has an incredible collection, walking through Leesburg 

also allows for great art exploration. 

Art Assessment  
How is my child graded in art? 
 

It is important to know and understand that 

everyone is an artist in their own way!  

Students are assessed on Skills, Content and Effort 

(craftsmanship) they put into each piece created!   

I do not base assessments on a student’s ability to draw or paint. 

Advanced abilities will be nurtured but raw talent alone isn't what 

art is entirely about! Every student should enjoy the time they 

spend in the art room regardless of their abilities!  Students are 

assessed on their demonstration of the Virginia Standards of 

Learning Art benchmarks relative to their own specific abilities. 

Below are the assessment marks you will see on your child’s 

report card and a description of how that mark is defined.   

(4) E—Exceeding Standard 

Your student consistently takes the lesson content and goes 
creatively further in their expression, independently. 
(3) M—Meeting Standard 

Your student is fulfilling the content requirements.  
(2) P—Progressing to Standard 

Your student is beginning to demonstrate the content 
requirements.  
(1) B—Below Standard 

Your student is not yet able to demonstrate the lesson content; 
the skill may be more difficult and require further practice. 
 

Once again, I grade on the process of the work, not the product 

of the work. 

Welcome to the BBES Art program with Mr. Russell 

The Core Concepts & Skills 
Students will work with a variety of media 

including markers, crayons, paint, clay and 

technology. Our curriculum includes the role of 

artists in society, recognizing art as a form of 

communication and expression, and identifying 

elements of art such as line, shape, color, texture 

and space. Art history instruction is also a 

component of the curriculum.  Throughout the 

elementary art experience we are exploring 

different, age-appropriate methods of becoming 

artists. 
 

All projects help students to use their imagination.  

I believe in the power of integrating art lessons 

with content from the classroom.  This is highly 

beneficial for those students who are visual-spatial 

and bodily-kinesthetic learners.  It also allows 

students to bring knowledge they have learned into 

the art room to demonstrate deeper understanding. 
 

Lessons are aligned to: 

Loudoun County Standards of Achievement 

Virginia Standards of Learning and  

National Visual Arts Content Standards. 


